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Decision made
on copyright
Future students may face fallout
MIKE LAKUSIAK
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR

Returning for the winter semester,
students have started to collect their
required course materials, including
the photocopied course packages
popular with many Wilfrid Laurier
University instructors.
Due to recent developments regarding license agreements with
Access Copyright (AC), a national
organization that facilitates copyright licensing used to secure these
materials, Laurier and many other
universities find themselves faced
with a difficult decision.
With the agreements set to expire
on Dec. 31, Laurier was forced to
choose whether to continue its contract, understanding the possibility
of having to pay retroactive royalties
to AC in a year or two - costs that
would be borne by students.
The other option was to opt out
from the agreement and collect
course materials by contacting individual publishers and authors, or
use textbooks and material available
for free on the Internet.

The story thus far
Earlier in the year, AC had proposed
a tariff that would change the way
they charged for use of materials
they licensed. Rather than a flat rate
of$3.38 per student annually along
with ten cents per page in coursepacks printed, the new tariff would
charge a flat rate of $45 per student.
The decision was left to the Copyright Board of Canada, which is

expected to take at least two years to
make a ruling on whether the tariff
is acceptable.
"It's really unreasonable for them
to ask for this because Access Copyright is a dying industry ... basically
they flat-charge everyone regardless
of how much they use and now because their business is going under
they want to supplement it;' Wilfrid
Laurier University Students' Union
VP: university affairs Saad Aslam
said.
With the deadline looming, Laurier chose to remain with AC, risking having to pay retroactive loyalties to this year later on, depending
on the Copyright Board's decision.
"Some universities have felt that
they can go on their own without
Access Copyright. You can clear
copyright other ways, for us at this
point, we felt that continuing with
Access made sense, at least over the
short term;' said Laurier secretary
and general counsel Shereen Rowe.
On Dec. 23, the Copyright Board
passed an interim tariff for AC that
allows universities to continue paying the same royalties until a decision is reached, potentially limiting
how drastic the increase proves to
be.
Rowe explained, "I think it would
be hard for them to make an argument that they should then ding
universities on top of that when they
have continued to remit in good
faith based on the interim tariff.'
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Coursepacks at the bookstore feature prices that raise students' eyebrows. Changes to how copyright
licenses are obtained may increase prices, although students in years to come have the most at stake.

The Canadian obsession
with the world juniors

Likealittle is Internet
banality at its finest

Cheerleading squad wins
fourth national championship

Rationalizing our love of the
game and examining why the
tournament is so important for
hockey on the whole.

Opinion columnist John Kennedy
rails on the newest website craze
to hit the Laurier campus.
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Laurier all-girls team wins title for fourth straight year, topping
McMaster by 57 points; head coach sees strong future
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Last month Laurier's cheerleading
team proved once again that they
are much more than a sideline act.
Competing at the national cheerleading championship held in
Brampton, Ont. on Dec. 4, the Golden Hawks cheerleaders took home
their fourth-straight championship
in the University All-Girl division,
posting a combined score of78g,
beating out second-place McMaster
by 57 points.
"The big thing for us was that we
wanted to go out there and not only
win but be respected at the competition overall;' said Laurier head
coach Jon Cameron. "It feels great
knowing that we've been able to
really make a mark on Canadian
cheerleading:'
The win not only marks the fourth
straight for Laurier's cheerleading
program, but also a significant milestone for the some of the team's vet. eran members.
"Winning [the national title] for
our seniors this year meant that
they've never lost as long as they've
been at Laurier;' said Cameron. "I

think that put a little bit of added
pressure on them to really perform
at their best but having won three
times before they really know how
to win so they didn't have any problems dealing with that pressure:'
The format of the competition
features the teams performing the
same routine twice, with the winner being the team that obtains the
highest combined score from their
two runs.
According to Cameron, the
Hawks' first performance left something to be desired; however, the
team still sat in first after one run.
And when it came time for the second performance of the competition, the Hawks more than made
up for any shortcomings that might
have existed in the first.
"In the first run, it certainly
wasn't the best that they've ever
done, there was certainly room for
improvement;' said Cameron. "But
in the second run, they went out and
they executed almost flawlessly:'
In the end, that second Laurier
run was enough to maintain the top
spot and hand the purple and gold
the national championship win. In
Cameron's eyes, the win also acts as

''

Winning for our seniors
this year meant that

they've never lost as
long as they've been at
Laurier:'
-Jon Cameron, Laurier cheerleading
head coach

an indicator of where Laurier stands
when it comes to the greater scheme
of Canadian cheerleading.
"The big thing with cheerleading
is it's always about learning the next
big new skill and we're pretty close
to the cutting edge," he said. "People
are starting to copy us now instead
of us copying other people:'

Sports, page 18
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Vocal Cord

Follow our b·o ;:,
Follow our writers' blogs on thecord.ca

How do you feel
about coming back
to school so soon
after New Years?

Searching for moments
Opinion columnist Marcie Foster discusses life as a student at WLU.
among other thoughts.
Barefoot adventures
•
Cord Editor-in-Chief Alanna Wallace's travel blog. See her latest post
"Top 10 moments of 2010" including her volunteer experiences in
South Africa and travels around Europe.
iBarbara
Check out Cord columnist Barbara Ciochon's satirical blog. Fresh
and funny, her newest post "Dear Google Chrome; it's over" is particularly hilarious.
Photographic living
Visual director N1ck Lachance's photo blog includes images from
his many trips to World War II battlefields scattered amongst tips for
even the most amateur of aspiring photographers.

"I fo und it really short. I
live far aw ay so it was a
long trip back w ith a really sho rt break."
-David Ferrari
Second year business

Follow us
on Twitter
Cord News: @cordnews
Cord Arts· @cordarts
Cord Sports @cordsports
News Director Linda Givetash. @LindaGivetash
Visual Director Nick Lachance: @lachancepho to
Campus News Editor Mike Lakusiak: @mikelakusiak
Editor-in-Chief Alanna Wallace: @alannafwallace

100: Centennial Magazine

While yo u w ere out

Pick up the newest Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications
(WLUSP) publication. the Laurier 100. Centennial Magazine. The magazine. on stands Jan. 6. includes interviews with some of Laurier's oldest alumni, a look back at the evolution of education at the institution
and a comprehensive story on the school's athletics department.

"Professor's book foc uses on his own family history" by Mike Laku siak
Laurier professor Thomas Hueglin outlines his newest work a family memoir written with the aid of old diaries.
"Do Canadians care too much about the World Juniors?"
Sports writer Chris Mander questions our love· o f the tournament.

"It's unfair, other schools
have longer breaks than
we do."
-Easha Gossain
Second year business

This Week in quotes

"DADT battle won. but culture wars far from over"
Cord columnist Joseph Mcn1nch-Pazzano argues that sooner or
later, the endgame for gay rights is inevitable and DADT repeal will
likely be viewed as one of the catalysts for getting there.

The film profs are definitely in a twitter about

Volunteer with The Cord

what they're going to do
now."

Want valuable, academic experience as well as published work?
The Cord is looking for volunteer writers this semester. Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications gives Laurier students the opportunity to volunteer in a fun environment, write
for sections of their choosing and gain valuable experience in
critical writing.
Apply online at:

"I feel like the holidays
should have been longer."
-Omar Mandozai
Second year arts
..,.

..

;

-Mike Greaves, owner ofGenX,
explaining the reaction ofLaurierfilm
studies proftssors upon hearing that the
store will be closing

wlusp.cornlvolunteer

"We're too vertical an organization. We're not as horizontal an organization
as we'd like to be:·

-Kyle Walker, WLUSU president, attempting to explain why WLUSU would benefit
ftom a restructure

-

.

.
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"I feel like the break was
no t long at all."
-Sydney LeTourneau
Third year English

"We'd be able to turn people on to a whole new aspect of cinema that they
didn't know that they even wanted to w atch :'

- Mike Greaves, owner ofGenX regarding one ofhisfo.vourite aspects ofworking in the
store
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NEWS
News Director Linda Givetash • lgivetash@thecord.ca

Alumni make 2010 headlines
The Cord profiles some noteworthy graduates that have made
a name for themselves in the past year
BREE MANTHA
LEAD REPORTER

Wilfrid Laurier University's alumni have been making waves in the
news in 2010- some for their
achievements in the business world,
and some for more controversial
matters.
The following alumni are individuals who have put Laurier's name
in the news this year and are sure to
continue making headlines in 2011.

Finance, Marketing and Strategy at
WLU. He holds a BA in music from
the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg. Melanson, a fr~quent guest
lecturer in MBA programs :across
North America, was also named one
of 2009's Toronto Star Top 40 Under
40 in Canada and was recently appointed special advisor on arts and
culture to new Toronto mayor Rob
Ford.

standing trial in New York City.
Sriskandarajah is appealing to the
Supreme Court of Canada. The appeal could take up to six months to
qe processed.
Sriskandarajah could face up to 25
years in prison.

Suresh Sriskandarajah,
MBA '09

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

COURTESY OF CANADAS NATIONAL
BALLET SCHOOL

On Nov. 4, at Laurier's 4th annual
Alumni Awards Gala in Toronto,
36-year-old Jeff Melanson was
named Laurier's MBA Alumnus of
the Year.
Melanson has been th~ executive
director and co-CEO of Canada's
National Ballet School since 2006.
Since 1998, Melanson has played
an instrumental role in various artistic organizations across Canada,
including Opera Ontario and the
Royal Conservatory of Music in
Toronto.
Since he began work at the National Ballet, Melanson has eliminated a significant annual deficit for
the school's operating budget and
has increased annual revenue by 3o
percent.
Melanson earned his MBA in

The Toronto Star named political
science graduate Virginia Poly one
of 2011's People to Watch.
Poly is the head of Poly PlaceLINDA GIVETASH FILE PHOTO
ments, Inc., a company that recruits
The ongoing trial of 30-year:-.old
Suresh Sriskandarajah is not exfor different types of organizations.
pected to end any time soon.
Poly, 38, first entered the business
world when she became the coThe MBA graduate was arrested
in 2006 after a joint FBI-RCMP inowner of her father's small Guelph
eatery, Dmitri's place.
vestigation tracked Sriskandarajah
After selling the restaurant to her
as the leader of four alleged terrorist
supporters with ties to the Univerbrother, Poly spent a decade trainsity of Waterloo.
ing in the IT sector. .In 2006, she
started Poly Placements, Inc: from
Sriskandarajah was accused of
·
buying and researching communi- · · ·beJ:home.
· · .: Since its inception five years ago,
cations devices and submarine and
Poly Placements has increased its
warship design software for Tamil
revenue by 2,500 per cent. The comTigers.
Sriskandarajah holds several depany, based in Toronto, cun:ently
grees from UW and WLU. He earned has 50 full-time and contract staff,
his MBA at Laurier while free on
and Poly has plans to increase the
bail and received a prestigious ennumber of staff by so per cent over
trepreneurship award upon his
the next year.
graduation.
Poly was also listed on the Profit
W10o list of top female entrepreIn December, Sriskandarajah was
released from jail after his family
neurs in 2010.
posted the $445,000 bail.
.
He is facing the possibility of

News

in brief

Student life levy: will
contribute to AC expansion

Submit your application
'I'ATIJlTIArwlusp.com or

The Wilfrid Laurier University Students' Union held their last meeting
of first semester Dec. 3, where over .
the course of several hours changes
to the student life levy (SLL) were
discussed as well as details of elections policy as February's election
approaches.
Of note, a new ten -year SLL
agreement was approved that will
see a portion of the fee collected
go toward a$ 5 million expansion
to the fitness centre of the Athletic
Complex, expanding it in size from
u,ooo to 19,000 square feet.
The administration of the fee has
been changed so that 100 per cent of
the funds are donated to the university for distribution by a committee
composed of representatives from
WLUSU and university administi:ation based on submitted proposals.
In election policy, a proposal to
strictly limit candidate and WLUSU
staff use ofTwitter and Facebook
was struck down.

ELLI GARLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Students will not see increased.c0pyrigl:ltcharges levied Gn cGurse
materials until a Gopyright Board ruling, projecteq for .2012~or 2.Q13.

Final result 'remains
to be seen'
-

-cover

She added a note of uncertainty,
however, '~1 of that remains to be

seen:'
Aslam, who also sits on the university's board of governors, made
clear that Laurier needs to examine
other options. "We need to revisit
why we need to pay into that altogether;' he said.

''

If there is any retroactive ·

payment we'll have to
deal with it at the time:'

Why Laurier made its
dec1sion
Opting out means that a university would have to spend time arid
money securing rights to each article in a coursepack. "It's really just a
cost, you're paying for it one way or
the other," Rowe said. "You're either
paying to have internal resources
that are doing the direct copyright
clearance or you're paying a fee to
another organization to essentially
do it for you by having agreements
with authors to address copyright:'
Laurier uses coursepac~s routinely, while some universities rely
on other materials and are less dependent on licensing. "Some [universities] don't use coursepacks or
very few;' Rowe said. "So for them
the photocopying and the clearance
maybe isn't as much of an issue. If
you're dealing with a lot of texts you
don't need to worry about it because
it's all dealt with:'

What it means for
students now - and
possibly later
The situation for Laurier students
remains unchanged for the moment
because of the interim tariff and
students will continue to pay the
$1.70 charge each semester plus the
per-page charge that is applied to
coursepack prices.

-Shereen Rowe, university secretary
and general counsel

"From the student's perspective,
there's no financial change and we're
continuing to monitor where things
are at and to make a decision on ·
where we want to go in the future;'
Rowe said.
While current students may not
see any change during their time at
Laurier, future students may face
paying the royalties to cover materials of previous years.
"We didn't want to inadequately
charge students for the next year
or two or three years until the tariff was finalized and then have new
students who weren't here in 2011
forced to cover costs because there
was a huge retroactive cost that
wasn't addressed;' ~owe said.
For now, Laurier and its students
are forced to wait for the results of
the ruling and cope with its possible
repercussions.
"If there is any retroactive payment we'll have to deal with it at the
time;' Rowe concluded.
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As a first year director, Arbutina
has shown dedication through her
preparedness and consistent attendance at meetings. In adhering to
her platform, she has been critical
of fee-related issues that have been
raised at board meetings.
However, Arbutina fails to be vocal in the boardroom, leaving other
directors unaware of her ideas or
concerns and giving the impression
that she is not following what is being discussed.
Having declined the only committee position she was nominated
for, Arbutina must better utilize her
role on the board of directors as a
means of advocating on behalf of
students.

In working with groups under the
Brown has been consistently outspoken in the boardroom, though
School of Business and Economhis grasp of policy and the ideas he
ics, Soida has had the opportunity
argues are sometimes questionable.
to better represent those students
· within the union. By missing meetHe can be a disruptive presence
and struggles with following propings, although for academic comer procedure when articulating his
mitments, and not sitting on any
of the board committees, Solda has
thoughts. These traits make it seem
as though Brown is unprepared and
failed to have a strong voice among
her fellow board members.
as a result others often do not take
him seriously, even when he asks
While she has become more vocal
in recent meetings, Solda needs to
important questions or has insights
better familiarize herself with board
to offer.
Brown is clearly passionate about
procedures in order to effectively
his position and has the best interpresent her ideas and put motions
ests of students in mind, he simforward to implement the changes
ply needs to find a way to translate
she thinks are beneficial to students.
that enthusiasm into becoming a
She will need to put in a good deal of
work moving forward to accomplish
more productive presence among
more with the position.
directors.

Warren has been proficient this
year as a first-time director. He
has done extensive work outside
of the boardroom including striking a committee to examine accountability on large union financial
expenditures.
He has a good sense of the scope
in terms of the board's abilities and
uses his position to ensure that the
established goals of the union are
kept in mind.
One area he could improve on is
making more of an effort to speak
up during meetings when given the
opportunity. Warren is a generally
well-rounded director, fulfilling the
role's responsibilities in an organized, effective manner.

Evans is occasionally the voice
of reason among board members,
using his experience as a returning director to keep others focused
on issues at hand. His peers respect
his approachability and mentorship
skills and rely on him for advice.
At the same time, Evans actively
seeks to understand board materials thoroughly before he enters the
boardroom, which streamlines his
questions and the direction of discussions at the table.
His mixture of proficiency and
humour bring a confidence to the
boardroom that Evans will surely continue to exhibit, which will
ensure his success in the corning
semester.

•

Revi~wing

your board

The Cord evaluates the performances of the 2010-11 Wilfrid
Laurier University Students' Union board of directors
Trevor Faessler
Involved in various student life
initiapves, Collatoq brings many
perspectives from students across
campus to the board's attention. Although he started the year off strong
by showing interest in committee
work, Collaton's presence in meetings has been more sparse recently.
Despite not being elected to the
committee he was nominated for,
he did initially speak up on issues
he found important during meetings and should continue to do so
in order to remain engaged with the
board's decisions.
A residence life don, Collaton
would benefit from bringing more
leadership skills to the boardroom
and other aspects of his director
role to increase his visibility and
influence.

_The Wilfrid Laurier University Students' Union board of directors has
found itself in predicaments on
multiple occasions during its term
- and has for the most part emerged
unscathed and undeterred.
Faced with a $320,000 over-budget renovation project initiated by
a previous board, changes to policy
and elections, a perceived low level
of training for their roles and losing
directors, the board has had a busy
term thus far and are facing major
initiatives in the months to come.
Several strong directors have kept
meetings moving, helped reach difficult decisions and generally picked
up slack for others around the table
who are not as vocal, informed or

opinionated. They have helped encourage other directors to step up
their efforts through their enthusiasm and critical perspective on issues. These directors stand out in
meetings and are visibly passionate
about their role, even when student
politics is far more procedural than
glamorous.
The 2009 -10 board was criticized
for only having a single major initiative, its extensive market research
project. This year's board has drawn
on the results of this work in several
instances and, to its credit, looked
at how to improve board operations
and student representation in years
to come.
While few major initiatives have

As a returning director, Oberle
has a strong understanding of board
responsibilities and operations and
is always willing to provide an opinion on issues during meetings. He
is well-prepared for meetings and
uses his experience to the board's
advantage.
He often asks tough questions of
both the president and management
and it is clear that he has a fine grasp
on policy, which has earned him respect among his peers in the boardroom. Having the benefit of experience, Oberle must work to go above
and beyond his current role among
the board members.
His strengths would be amplified
were he to take on more of a leadership role, particularly on a board
largely comprised of first-time directors - something he is well on
his way to doing.

Among the quietest of directors
in the boardroom, Passmore must
work towards contributing more to
discussions if he wishes to gain the
respect of his peers.
Although he may be well-versed
in the meeting's material, his preparedness is lost as he rarely asks
questions or engages in dialogue.
His work on the one committee
he is a part of must be compounded
by his voicing of opinion on issues.
By enhancing his role inside and
outside of the boardroom, Passmore
could improve drastically during the
winter semester.

Papanastasiou shows good understanding of the director role,
but struggles to be a real presence
in meetings or engage in much
discussion.
He has improved recently and
asked critical questions when certain items have come before the
board. Papanastasiou has participated in committee work and contributed to board operations behind
the scenes to his credit, making him
an overall effective director.
He would simply benefit from
more readily discussing topics he
understands and can help to resolve
in the boardroom.

apanastasiou

come forward this year or been successfully undertaken, there is some
sense that more may be accomplished than is typical for a board. A
crucial test of the board's decisionmaking will come with the inaugural
online WLUSU election in February.
Dominating discussion at meetings
for most of the fall, the project provided opportunity for directors to
bring forward critical and constructive questions or on the other hand,
remain silent.
Some directors have come into
their own as the fall semester progressed and there will hopefully
be further development and more
standouts over the remainder of
their term.

As a representative of Brantford
students, Faessler brings a different perspective to the boardroom.
His presence aids in the gradual
integration ofBrantford campus concerns into students' union
operations.
Although the logistics of being at
a separate campus makes interaction outside of the boardroom difficult, Faessler should strive to maintain contact with Waterloo directors in order to better contribute to
board operations as a whole.
Since the boardroom is Faessler's
primary point of contact with others on the board, he needs to make
greater efforts to be vocal when given the opportunity.

ryce
Pryce has been effective at making the most of his time as a director, continually and visibly trying to
promote greater understanding of
the board's role to the student body.
He values his position and understand its significance, apparent in
his input and conduct during meetings. Pryce shows an appreciation
for the importance of gradual and
thorough planning to arrive at effective outcomes.
He has taken initiative to discuss
and plan with other directors outside of meetings, particularly re garding issues of ownership linkage
and campus study space.

As a first-time director, Walker goes above and beyond what is
expected of him as he fulfils both
the role of director and vice-chair.
Walker effectively advocates on
behalf of students not only in the
boardroom but also in the variety of
committees he has participated in
and through his role on the university's Senate.
In his role as vice-chair, he is visibly well-prepared for meetings and
exhibits a thorough understanding
of policy and students' union initiatives and as such he is consistently
well-respected by his peers. Walker
is an asset to the board and his efforts to advocate on behalf of students is both admirable and makes
him seem as though he is far more
experienced than his short tenure as a director would suggest. He
shows a great deal of promise for
the future.

I
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Kyle Hocking - Chair of
the board

Kyle Walker - President
and CEO

As a second -year director and
chair of the board, Hocking's experience has made him an asset when
it comes to providing guidance for
new directors. However, concerns
about a lack of training for board
members have been raised - aresponsibility that falls to the chair.
He administers meeting agendas to
the board in a timely manner, which
allows directors to adequately prepare for upcoming meetings.
Hocking ensures that board
meetings are run efficiently, keeping to the agenda while allowing a
fair balance of discussion among
the directors when their concerns
are raised. Although Hocking is accessible to directors outside the
board room, he needs to be more
proactive in reaching out to them

and assisting them with achieving
their goals rather than waiting for
directors to seek him out. Hocking has lost the trust of some directors by taking the reins and making executive decisions rather than
bringing topics before the board for
discussion.
Both within and outside the
boardroom, Hocking's close working relationship with management
creates uncertainty amongst directors as to where his own agenda lies
and whose concerns he is pi'i"oritizing. Hocking should meet more regularly with directors in order to be
more open and transparent with his
role and provide greater assistance
to directors on both with respect to
their responsibilities and individual
initiatives.

Coming into the position of
president, Walker had a substantial
learning curve to tackle as a result of
having previous experience working in residence life rather than in
the union.
While his background has provided him with a unique perspective
on union matters, he has occasionally been single-minded in championing specific initiatives rather
than focusing on broader aspects of
his role.
This year has posed many challenges as the union has entered negotiations for the operating agreement with the university, an important opportunity for Walker to
prove himself and contribute to the

legacy he clearly seeks to leave in his
position.
In the boardroom, Walker always
appears prepared for meetings,
providing the board with the documents they need and having reports
ready to present.
He is for the most part respected
by directors and perceived to fulfill
his role well.
Now tackling the restructuring of
the union in addition to the many
projects he has taken on this year,
Walker needs to maintain strong
communication with the board
and management group to ensure
all these projects are carried out
successfully.

WADE THOMPSON GRAPHICS EDITOR

These reviews were written ·collaboratively by Campus News
Editor Mike Lakusiak. News Director Linda Givetash and Editorin-Chief Alanna Wallace. They

are based on observations from
attending the board's meetings,
as well as from many hours of
interviews conducted with the
student representatives. The in-

terviews were constructed to
evaluate the performance of the
elected directors based on selfand peer-evaluation.
Photos: Yusuf Kidwai and Elli Gar/in

WLUSU rearranges
positions for next year
Changes meant to allow management
team 'to do more with less'
BREE MANTHA
LEAD REPORTER

The Wilfrid Laurier University Students' Union (WLUSU) will undergo some changes to the structure
of their management group during
hiring for next year in order to better serve the students it represents.
These changes are mainly as a result
of a market research study conducted during the 2009-10 school year.
In 2008, WLUSU underwent restructuring so that the vice-·p resident structure reflected that of the
university administration. Since
then, the decision has been made to
move away from this arrangement
and to line up the VP positions with
an internal, full-time support group
within the students' union.
Kyle Walker, president and CEO
ofWLUSU. explained that different committees made up of those in
these new roles will increase WLUSU's ability to cover more ground,
especially in terms of activities and
promotions.
"Now is the time for similar committees to move into that structure;'
Walker explained. "They can be ...
supportive under there, they upgrade our flexibility. We need the
institutional memory with each
department:'
With the increase in focus on
clubs and faculty associations,
the VP clubs and activities position will be changed to the VP of
programming.
The VP programming will be in
charge solely of activities, which will
promote the assistant vice president
(AVP) clubs and faculty associations to a vice-president position,
reporting directly to the president.
Winter Carnival, the A-Team, Bar
Promotions Team, WLUSU Liaison
Team and Orientation Week as well
as Shinerama will be handled by this
position.
Burton Lee, the current VP of
clubs and activities, believes that the
workload will be lighter with two
VPs. "It's·a little difficult to manage .... A lot of times, there's seven,
eight, nine, ten events going on in
one week;' Lee said of the workload
taken on by his position this year.
"One person doesn't have to try
and manage all those;' he reasoned.
"You can have two people managing
those and really make sure the experience is positive."
Lee thinks that this change will
allow the VPs to do more within

Current Posltfons

Better Glasses
Better Service
Better Value

AssistantVP •
First Year Experience
• Complete 30-Hour Seminan

VP Clubs and Activities

• Convenient Weekend Schednle

their roles because they are managing fewer committees at once. "It
will be a lot more hands-on, which I
think is very positive;' he said.
The VP public affairs position is
being declared redundant. According to Walker, the position has gone
through many changes over the
years and is no longer serving the
duties it was created for.
Instead, a marketing and communications manager position is being
created. The position will be a fulltime, permanent position occupied
by a non-student.
The marketing and communications manager will work closely
with an IT coordinator and a digital media coordinator to diversey
communication. Walker noted that
there had been frequent changes
surrounding the position from year
to year. Pam Blomfield, the student
who currently occupies the position,
hopes that the change will be the
last one to the position.
Blomfield also believes tliat the
permanent position will provide
more stable support for students
and volunteers.
"Every year has a different strategy;' Blomfield said about the position. "Getting that full-time, consistent position in place will eliminate
that uncertainty... the transition
won't be as rough going forward:'
Another position being removed is
the AVP of finance, also because it is
no longer serving the purpose it was
created to serve.
The AVP first-year experience
position will be eliminated. Instead, a director of orientation will
be hired.
The director of orientation will
assume the duties of the AVP firstyear experience, plus will take responsibility for Shinerama. The position is still a paid one, but duties
will end at the end of September.
A number of student organizations will be shifted around as well.
Fashion n' Motion, Laurier University Charity Kouncil (L.U.C.K.) and
Charity Ball will be moved to Campus Clubs, and Boar's Head will become part of the Student Food Bank.
Because the board of directors
has not met to discuss the shifting
positions, Walker would not comment on the subject of financial implications, although there will be
a cost decrease of approximately
$25,000. The board will meet this
Friday afternoon, Jan. 7 to go over
the changes.
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Film lovers' store
to close its doors
Local business GenX plans to shut down
LINDA GIVETASH
NEWS DIRECTOR
After 16 years of providing the city
with unique and hard-to-find films,
Generation X Video & Media, better known as GenX, is planning to
close its doors. While countless
loyal customers are sad to see it go,
GenX owner Mike Greaves feels that
he's shutting down the business on a
"high note:'
Establishing GenX while studying film at the University of Waterloo (UW), Greaves explained, "The
initial concept was to supply movies for the students who needed
to get the movies so they wouldn't
have to go to Toronto and appeal to
the art house crowd out the.re that
was going to the Princess Cinemas
already:'
The promising market kept GenX
successful since its opening; however the last few years have seen a
decline in business.
"It is the trend in the industry
along with the trend of demographics that have sort of hit us from all
directions," explained Greaves. The
trend in the industry reflects the
move towards digital media that

is slowly making traditional video
rentals obsolete. .
Reflecting on the transition to
current technology, Greaves noted
that the onset of DVDs brought a
boom to the industry by making
available films that were previously inaccessible on VHS. However,
the following shift to downloading
movies and other media have begun
to show a negative impact on the
business.
"It seems to me to be a more efficient way of doing things;' Greaves
said in support of new technology. ''I'm a little sad that the studios
haven't gone harder into bringing
this stuff online so that it's easier to
access:·
While the youth market has
shown some decrease in interest for
GenX as a result of downloading,
the other groups the store relies on
are also visiting less frequently.
"The baby boomers are aging
and as people get older they have a
tendency to rent less movies;• said
Greaves. As for the those in their
30s and 40s - or the "Generation X
and Generation Y crew" as Greaves
called them -'their young families
have kept them away from renting

N IC K LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR

Open for only two more months, customers browse through GenX's extensive m ovie collection.
movies.
Although business declined only
slightly in each age group, the accumulation led Greaves to make his
decision to close.
With the last day to rent movies set for Feb. 14, and the officia! closing of the store on Feb. 28,
customers from all demographics
have been flooding the store to buy

their favourite and now discounted
products.
"We have a very large collection,
so even with the last three days being absolutely chaotic here we still
have 13- [or]14,000 films on the
shelves;' Greaves assured, meaning
customers still have plenty of time
to shop.
Greaves plans to take a break

for his first year off and pursue his
hobby of coaching two teams on the
local roller derby. Following that,
Greaves explained that he will wait
and see what ideas he comes across.
''I'm always looking to make Waterloo a better place and I'll probably
try to figure out what Waterloo is
missing and needs and try to fill that
gap;' he said.

--------------------

KW
While some places charge
up to $6000/term, WCRI
offers housing at an unbelievable rate. We also provide many services such

in brief

Northdale committee
structure approved
On Dec. 13, Waterloo city council approved one of the first steps
in improving Northdale, the area
north of University Ave. East, which
is predominantly inhabited by
students.
The motion concerned staff recommendations for a special project
committee to oversee studies and
plans that for the area. The membership of the committee will consist of key stakeholders in Northdale, including a representative from
Wilfrid Laurier Students' Union, the
university's administration, at least
one student that resides in Northdale, along with a non-student permanent resident.
The deadline for applicants to
sit on the committee is Jan. 21 and
the membership will be appointed
shortly after.

-Compiled by Linda Givetash

1

Jewelry store robbed in mall

Emergency services received a call
at about 10:05 a.m. on Jan. 5 reporting a robbery at Conestoga Mall.
Police said four suspects wearing
dark clothing entered the mall and
smashed several display cases at
Raffi jewelry store, taking an undisclosed amount of jewelry and then
fled on foot. No suspects have been
arrested at this time and the investigation is ongoing.

-Photo and story by Elizabeth Bate
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Captain no longer silent about teammate's death
After being advised not to comment regarding the accidental death of STU volleyball player Andrew Barlett,
the team's co-captain addresses hazing rumours
LILY SOISSON
THE AOUINIAN

FREDERICTON (CUP)- Brett .
Lewis has nothing to hide. The cocaptain of the volleyball team's one
regret, besides losing his teammate,
is that he followed the advice of university administrators who asked
him to keep quiet.
Lewis said the entire team was
asked not to speak to the media following the death of rookie Andrew
Bartlett after a team party last October. He trusted the university to represent him and his teammates, but
now he says he feels let down.
"The people who suggested we
keep quiet and said that they would
handle it didn't do so;' said Lewis,
who feels the university should have
made a statement on behalf of the
volleyball team early on.
At the time, the administration
said there would be no comment
from the athletic department, but
it did not tell student athletes they
couldn't talk.
As team co-captain, Lewis said
he was unofficially in charge of the
rookie party last fall. After the party,
Bartlett was driven home by a teammate. The next morning he was
found dead by police in a stairwell
in his apartment building. Police
ruled Bartlett's death an accident.
In a statement released Dec. 8,
police spokesman Rick Mooney
stated alcohol was a factor in an accidental fall. The investigation coneluded no criminal wrongdoing, but
revealed few other details.
St. Thomas University (STU) also
concluded their investigation that
day and president Dennis Cochrane
said the university found evidence
of hazing on the volleyball team. He
told media that Lewis and his teammates broke school policy by treating rookies and veterans differently.
The team has been suspended for
the rest of the season.
It didn't take long for rumours
of hazing to surface after Bartlett's
death. An article published on the
New Brunswick Beacon alleged
Bartlett and other volleyball rookies
participated in initiation rituals at
the party.
Amidst speculation and media
attention, Lewis says the team was
advised not to speak to the media, a
decision he now regrets.
''A matter of days after the incident there should have been some
form of address whether it was from
the university, from the coaching
staff or from mysel£ I think something should have been done to better address the issue because the
silence added fuel to the rumours
and allowed skeptics to assume the

worst:'
According to Lewis, nothing sinister happened at the party. Rookies were asked to bring costumes

and he admits a lot of alcohol was
present. But he says no one was humiliated or berated and no one was
forced to participate. Lewis insisted everyone had a good time, even
Bartlett.
"I remember, I have a vivid detail
of the night this year and of Andrew
with his arm around me, making fun
of me and laughing and carrying on
for a while;' he said. "I think Andrew
had a really good time:'
Lewis acknowledged that there's
much secrecy around rookie parties,
but he said the atmosphere at this
party was congratulatory. Rookies could opt out of the activities if
they wanted, and Lewis said some of
them did.
Lewis said he personally kept an
eye on his teammates drinking and
at no point did he think he would
need to stop the party because
things ~ere out of control.
As Bartlett's case got more atten.tion, so did the team.
"A lot of the guys had a real hard
time with it, just being scapegoated
and borderline shunned;' said Lewis, who describes receiving some
"longer than usual stares" during
that time.
He tried to f'~cus on volleyball.
The team played an exhibition tournament just six days after the passing of their teammate and Lewis
admits it was hard to muster the enthusiasm and energy to get back on
the court.
"It was really frustrating because
we had the talent or ability to be a
good team, but it couldn't produce
on the court just because there was
so much going on. We kept going to
practices, kept playing our games:·
Lewis found encouragement in
Bartlett's parents, who told the team
to keep playing. And it seemed like
things were getting better until the
suspension of the team was announced in mid-December. After
all their hard work to get back on the
court, Lewis said the news felt like a
slap in the face.
"It probably would have been a lot
better to have just not played at all:'
He wasn't surprised by the severity of the punishment. Following
Bartlett's death, speculation about
hazing grew across the country. He
feels that because hazing was widely thought of to be the cause, the
school was almost forced to hand
out the harsh consequence.
"Because of how things were handled they ran out of options;' said
Lewis. "Things were handled poorly
from the beginning:'
However, he said the people he
trusted to tell his side of the story
kept quiet and as a result he's not
only lost a teammate but an entire
team.
"Everyone makes mistakes, us included, it just seems like we're also
paying for their mistakes, too:·
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People line up outside a New Brunswick church for the funeral of Andrew Bartlett. a fourth-year St.
Thomas University student who was found dead in his apartment building on Oct. 24.

The incident

• Andrew Bartlett. a rookie volleyball player at STU, attended
the team's party on Oct 23
• Fredericton police confirmed
on Dec. 8 that he passed away
in the early hours of Oct 24

• The death was ruled accidental, with alcohol as a contributing factor, causing Bartlett to
fall in h1s apartment stairwell
• Officials have not release his
blood-alcohol level at the time
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Every Monday night, at The Embassy, hundreds of young adults
gather together to worship and learn as we strive to live the lives
Christ has called us to live. It's a great place to come and learn
at your own pace while you're challenged to make changes for
the better. Come check us out on campus at The Turret Night
Club, Wilfrid Laurier University, every Monday night at 7:00. If
you've been a Christian your whole life and you're looking for a
place to connect with others, this place is for you. Or if growing
up, you've been hurt by Christians, we welcome you to come
check us out and rethink church as you know it.
www.the- embassy.org
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Drug-related violence escalates in Mexico, U.S.
Mexican and U.S. governments enforce initiative to curb corruption behind a rise in drug proliferation
RAVI BALAKRISHNAN
STAFF WRITER

"We will persevere until we leave
Mexico free of the cancer of organized crime;' said Mexican President Felipe Calderon in a speech
in late November. On Dec. 8 in
a shootout with police, drug lord
Nazario Moreno of the "La Familia" drug cartel was gunned down,
this being the most recent event
following a string of drug lord arrests organized by the Mexican
government.
On Nov. 27 the Mexican government succeeded in capturing drug
lord Arturo Gallegos Castrellon.
He was the leader of "Los Aztec as",
which is a drug cartel allegedly responsible for 8o per cent of the killings in Cuidad Juarez, a city that has
been ravaged by drug violence over
the past three years.
There were 2,600 killings in
Juarez in 2009 and the city has averaged seven homicides a day this
pastyear.Mexico has eliminated the
figure-heads of four prominent drug
cartels over the last six months in
an aggressive initiative to tackle the
dramatic increases in drug-fuelled
carnage in cities like Cuidad Juarez.
Violence has escalated to such
an extreme that business owners in
Cuidad Juarez have requested intervention by the United Nations
after many businesses have been
forced to close as a result of soaring

extortion demands and the widespread threat of danger.
United States President Barack
0 bama has offered a helping hand
to Calderon, offering aid in the form
of U.S. intelligence in exchange for
co-ordination with U.S. officials to
ensure the safety of civilians on both
sides of the border.
The majority of drugs exported
from Mexico are smuggled into
the United States, with marijuana
and cocaine from Colombia being the most commonly exported
commodities.
"The problem with crime in Mexico is most of it takes place in cities
like Tijuana and Juarez, cities that
are right on the border of cities like
San Diego and El Paso. When one
gets further away from the border,
things aren't as bad;' said Barry Kay,
Laurier professor of political science. He went on to explain that
while there is crime throughout
all of Mexico, it is concentrated at
the border, justifYing the increased
American involvement.
Mexican drug cartels have expanded their business initiatives by
using already established drug trade
routes in Mexico as the means for
moving Colombian cocaine into the
United States.
Colombia has been ravaged by
drug conflict for much longer than
Mexico, explained James Restrepo, professor of Hispanic studies at the University of Western

Ontario. "Much to the disagreement
of Calderon and Barack Obama,
who say there is no way to compare
Mexico to Colombia, what is happening in Mexico now happened in
Colombia too, noting of course the
historical differences between the
two countries in terms of the internal arm conflict:' The conflict in
Colombia has gone on for generations now and new potential issues
arise for Mexico as cartels from both
countries are becoming increasingly
co-operative.
In California, Proposition 19, alternatively known as the "Regulate,
Control & Tax Cannabis Act", was
defeated with 54 per cent of Californians voting against the legalization
and government regulation of marijuana-related activities on Nov. 2.
Advocates of the act argued that
legalization would have hurt the
drug cartels by decreasing the demand for marijuana, since it accounts for 6o per cent of the profits
that they make from American distribution. Marijuana exportation
into the United States grosses organized crime in Mexico an estimated
$io billion.
"It was making alcohol possession illegal back in the '2os that really gave organizeel. crime an economic boost, from which they went
into all sorts of other things;' said
Kay. "Without question its legalization would have decreased criminal
elements:'

WADE THOMPSON GRAPHICS EDITOR

Bleak new year for Pakistan

World

Assassin's motives run deeper than simply
religious penal code amendements

U.S.A.

TEL AVIV, Israel

U.S. Navy Captain Owen Honors
was dismissed from his position as
executive officer of the USS Enterprise following the release of several
videos featuring vulgar material.
The USS Enterprise is scheduled for
deployment this month.

Ex-Israeli president, Moshe Katsav has been found guilty of rape.
It seems likely that Katsav could
be sentenced to a minimum prison
term of four years. The case may be
taken to Israel's supreme court.

ALEXANDROS MITSIOPOULOS
WORLD EDITOR

Pakistan grieves over the death of
Punjab Governor Salman Taseer this
past Tuesday, a senior member of
the Pakistan People's Party. Pakistan's Prime Minister, YousufRaza
Gilani, Taseer's close friend and ally,
has called for three days of mourning and appealed to the citizens of
Pakistan to remain calm in this time
of unrest.
Rehman Malik, Pakistan's interior
minister, has stated that the assassin, Malik Mumtaz Qadri, was a service-member ofTaseer's elite guard.
Qadri was captured at the scene and
detained by police.
Taseer's death cGmes·as the second high profile assassination since
Benazir Bhutto's death in 2007. As
with the case then, the assassination has been heavily shrouded in
controversy.
Qadri's subsequent confession
revealed that Taseer was killed in
reprisal for his stances towards the
amendments of Pakistan's blasphemy laws, a set of penal codes intended to discipline deviance from
the Islamic faith. The punishments
traditionally have been comprised of
the death penalty.
However, in actuality, most verdicts are appealed and subsequently overturned. While there have
been no executions resulting from
a charge under the blasphemy laws
thus far, 30 individuals have been
killed at the hands of lynch mobs.
Growing frustration has called
for the law's abolition. The government has attempted to distance

itself from the issue to escape
criticism.
Taseer's assassination has contributed to certain systemic problems as well. Many have claimed
that his death has effectively asphyxiated Pakistan's liberal voice.
While supporters have praised Qadri, extending their sympathies and
showering him in rose petals at his
arraignment, others have been cautious to condemn his actions for fear
of persecution.
Tensions peaked when Taseer
called for the pardon of Asia Bibi, a
Christian woman accused of blasphemy towards Islam. The laws
have long been perceived to target religious minorities and many
shared Taseer's apprehensions with
their perpetuation.
As such, Taseer has been perceived by the media to be a very
charismatic and popular politician.
However, many Pakistanis do not
share this optimism with regards to
his legacy. In fact, it could be argued
that focus on the blasphemy law as
the true reason for Taseer's death is
only part of a larger issue plaguing
Pakistani politics.
As if Ali Zardari, Pakistan's president, has largely been held accountable for the growing instability
looming in Pakistan. Widespread
corruption has been the principal
complaint concerning his leadership, but the mismanagement of aid
intended for flood victims, extrajudicial killings in Kirachi and the
sharp increase in armed gang violence throughout Pakistan have all
been attributed to his rule.

For the rest of this
story, check out

thecord.ca/world

in brief

-Compiled by Alexandros Mitsiopoulos
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Welcome to Brock, a umversity designed to develop w~ll-rounded human beings. It's a place that
not only recognizes but nurtures both sides of the brain- where diverse passions are not only
welcomed but celebrated, and students become better versions of themselves. And what could be_
more important than that?
Just ask Bryceson Dodge. Bryceson had co-op placements at Bell Sympatico, Hydro One Networks
and IBM Canada. At Brock he was president of the Business Students' Association and founder of
several student clubs. With that kind of motivation, he's bound to secure cash cows in the bull markets.
Choose your Brock experience from more than 70 undergraduate and 40
graduate programs. Visit brocku.ca or tour our Niagara campus.

Breck
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Being strung along
ELIZABETH BATE
CORD FEATURES

U
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nheard ofless than a
decade ago, social networking has changed the
landscape oflnternet
communication.
More than just a new way to keep
in touch, sites like Facebook and
Twitter have created new jobs but,
unfortunately for some, it has also
created new addictions.
Ilias Kotsireas, associate professor and undergraduate advisor in
the physics and computer science
department at Laurier, is amazed
at the life-changing impact social
networking and gaming sites have
had on such a large population of
individuals.
"It's quite a phenomenon. When
you're hooked up for nine or ten
hours, it's bound to affect your life;'
he said, referring to Mobile applications have made accessing these
sites easier, but also harder to get
away from.
Daniel Rzondzinski, therapeutic
counsellor at KIJV Counselling Services, specializes in treating Internet
addictions and said he is seeing an
increasing number of patients every
year. "We don't have statistics because it is quite secretive;' he said.
Rzondzinski said these addictions
start because the internet is easy to
access and feels safe to the user.
He said if the user's daily activities are being interrupted by using
sites like Facebook or Internet gambling and gaming that determines
whether there is an addiction.
"Ifyou're doing this at work [or
school]. how much time could you
spend being more productive on
something else?" he said. "The addiction is affecting your normal life,
so you're spending more and more
hours with your addiction:'
Both Kotsireas and Rzondzinski
believe students in particular spend
too much time online. With laptops
becoming an ever-growing staple
on university campuses, as much
a temptation as a tool, many students can't help being virtually social when they are supposed to be
studying.
"They are on Facebook during
class;' Kotsireas sighs when answering the inevitable question.
Unlike some professors, he
doesn't call his students out on the
activity, even though he knows they
are doing it. When we get to university we are supposed to be adults, he
reasoned.
To Kotsireas, the gaming seems
worse. "I see cards on the screen;'
he said. Unsure whether it is just a
Windows program or online poker,
Kotsireas thinks tliis is a hindrance
for students.
"The Internet can be a big, big
problem. It's a fantastic machine,
but it can be terrible at the same
time;' said Rzondzinski.
As someone all too familiar with
being on Facebook while I should
be doing other things, I decided to
try an experiment. I gave up social
networking - all text, Facebook and
Twitter - for an entire week.
Tools of my daily life, I couldn't
imagine what my life was like before
them, just five years ago.
Applications on mobile devices
have made using social networking so easy, we barely even think
about it. It was hard at the beginning of my week away to resist the
urge to check my phone first thing in
the morning and every few minutes

''

Like any kind of addic-

tion .... There is a distor- ·
tion of their thinking
process, a denial of reality and rationalization:'
-Daniel Rzondzinski, therapeutic
counsellor at KW Counselling Services

throughout the day.
These applications have provided
more than just ease of use. For the
first time, in the 2009-10 school
year, WLU offered an iPhone programming course.
The course focused on designing
and programming apps for the popular device.
With no final exam, the students
in the fourth-year course were graded on a single, three-minute final
presentation and demonstration of
their app to the computer science
department and representatives
from Apple.
Students were given prizes and
the opportunity to be noticed by
prospective employers.
"Facebook does offer programming jobs;' said Kotsireas, whose
graduates have had interviews with
the California-based company.
He said these programming positions with companies like Google,
Twitter and Apple are heavily sought
after. When Kotsireas goes to conferences he said he gets handed
cards by all these companies and
more, who are seeking fresh graduates to add to their employee roster.
Rzondzinski said the key to using
the new wealth social networking
provides and maintaining a healthy
relationship with these tools is balance firmly rooted in reality.
"Like any kind of addiction, people are suffering from what we call
impaired thinking. There is a distortion in their thinking process, a denial of reality and rationalization;'
he said.
Rzondzinski maintains the behaviour becomes an issue when the
user is spending three, four or more
hours a day online looking at the
same websites.
"One thing that we see with students is failing courses;' said Rzondzinski, who suggests students who
find themselves skipping classes
frequently or failing courses due to
extensive time spent online should
seek help. "It's very difficult to solve
the problem by themselves;' he said.
Rzondzinski said part of the difficulty of addressing an internet
addiction is the ease of deniability. The Internet is a good tool and
is widely used, giving the addict the
ability to be ambivalent about the
issue. "They say, 'I have a problem,
but I don't have a problem';' he said.
As my week without social networking progressed, I barely noticed
the absence, but when the week was
over I was glad to have it back just
the same. I have realized I can live
without virtual social networking,'
but I find myself asking why I would
want to, as long as its presence in
my life remains healthy.
"We do a lot of things today that
we couldn't imagine a few years
ago;' said Kotsireas.
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The year in review: 2010
The Cord staff share their picks for the year's best and most
memorable in music, film and entertainment news

Film

News

1. Arcade Fire The

1. The Social Net-

iPad released

Suburbs
2. Vampire Weekend
Contra
3. Kanye West My
Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy
4. Janelle Monae
The ArchAndroid
5. Broken Social
Scene Forgiveness
Rock Record
6. Sufjan Stevens
The Age of Adz
7 The Dead Weather
Sea of Cowards
8. Shad TSOL
9. Gorillaz Plastic
Beach
10. Karkwa Les Chemins De Verre

work (Fincher)
2. Inception (Nolan)
3. Toy Story 3
(Unkrich)

Apple launched their much-hyped
tablet computer - the iPad - in
April2010.
Bringing movies, music, games
and books to the world's fingertips,
the not-a-phone-but-not-quite-alaptop gadget's usefulness has been
questioned by many, but this didn't
stop 3 million people from buying
one in the first couple of months
that it was available.
The touch-screen display and
wide variety of accessible applications for the tablet have continued to
draw in buyers.
Later in the year the device proved
its worth by being the focus of a hilarious Modern Family episode, and

Music
a

CONTRIBUTED IMAGE

1. Titus Andronicus

The Monitor
2. LCD Soundsystem
This is Happening
3. Caribou Swim
4. Shad TSOL
5. Das Racist Sit
Down, Man
6. Karkwa Les Chemins De Verre
7 No Age Everything
in Between
8. Arcade Fire The
Suburbs
9. The Tallest Man
on Earth The Wild
Hunt
10. Sleigh Bells Treats

- Sarah Murphy

4. The King's Speech
(Hooper)
5. True Grit (Coen)
-Wade Thomson

1. The Social Network (Fincher)

then again on Christmas day when
Gorillaz released their almost entirely iPad-recorded album The Fall.

2. Black Swan
(Aronofsky)

3. Toy Story 3
(Unkrich)

4. I'm Still Here
(Affleck)

5. The Other Guys
(McKay)

CONTRIBUTED IMAGE

-Bree Mantha

Late-night NBC drama

1. The Social Network (Fincher)

In late 2009 rumours started circulating about the future of NBC's late
night line-up.
Jay Leno's 11:35 pm hosting gig at
The Tonight Show had been predetermined to come to an end in May of
2009.
Conan O'Brien smoothly transitioned into Leno's role, and Leno
began preparing for his w:oopm
NBC evening talk show.
In January 2010, NBC executives
begin taking steps to take The Jay
Lena Show off the air after lacklustre
ratings.
Rumours then began to spiral
about Leno reclaiming The Tonight
Show, and network offers to bump
Conan to midnight.
Fans flocked to the Internet to show their support for

2. Exit Through the

Gift Shop (Banksy)
3. Black Swan
(Aronofsky)
4. True Grit (Coen)
5. Toy Story 3
(Unkrich)

-Mike Lakusiak

CONTRIBUTED IMAGE

- Shawn Zacchigna

O'Brien, kicking off the Team Coco
campaign.
Nobody seemed to back Leno,
but every other late night host had
something to say about the situation. Parodies, jokes and Conan's
own network-bashing became a
nightly occurrence, and caused ratings to skyrocket.
After a tense couple of weeks,
O'Brien made the decision to leave
NBC, while Leno made his way back
to The Tonight Show desk.
O'Brien's new show Conan debuted on TBS in early November.
Regardless of who you supported
or if you even cared about the debacle, hearing about the memorable Leno/Conan/NBC feud was
unavoidable.

Bieber Fever plagues the world

1

Read more 2010 WLUSP
staff picks at

thecord.ca
COLLAGE BY MEGAN CHERNIAK

I

2010 saw an unprecedented surge of
tween obession as Stratford's Justin Bieber gained an exponential
amount of popularity.
His second album My World 2.0
debuted at number 1 on the Billboard charts, surpassing records
formerly set by The Beatles and Stevie Wonder. This was followed up
by the Nov. 22 release of My World
Acoustic, which sold 100,000 copies
in its first week.
More bizarrely, everything from
Bieber trading cards and action figures to underwear and bedding are
also on the market now.
Tourism in his hometown Stratford is also booming thanks to the
"Bieberiffic Map" of the Ontario

city known for its Shakespearean
culture.
The map, designed by Biebs, .
marks the location of all his favourite hangouts, restaurants and even
his old schools.
It was also recently announced
that the 16-year-old popstar was
named the second most influential
person on Twitter - only falling behind Barack Obama, but beating out
Sarah Palin and George W. Bush.
With a recent hai'rcut, his biography Justin Bieber: First Step 2 Forever
out and a 3-D movie scheduled for
a February release, the "Biebonic
Plague" shows no signs of slowing
down in 2011.

- All compiled by Sarah Murphy

12 •

The Cord • Thursday. January 6. 2011

ARTS

Looking ahead to 2011
Arts Editor Sarah Murphy takes a look at the year's upcoming music and movies

Winter/spring music preview
n 2011, we should be seeing major comeback albums for bands
that seem to have fallen off the
face of the earth.
Big names in hip hop return to
the scene this year, while the alternative scene will also be graced by
the presence of favourites like the
Strokes and Radiohead.
On New Year's Eve Kanye West
revealed that his album with Jay-Z
will be dropping sometime in the
next week.
Watch the Throne is an entirely collaborative effort from the two rappers and if Kanye' s latest solo album
is any indication of what fans can
expect, then it should be one hell of
a record.
Portland indie sweethearts the
Decemberists return with their sixth
studio album The King is Dead.
A departure from 2009's The Hazards ofLove concept album," the new

I

release features multiple appearances by R.E.M:s Peter Buck.
The King is Dead hits shelves on
Jan.18.
Folk favourites Iron & Wine release their new album Kiss Each Other
Clean on January 25 -their first new
material in years.
Rap veteran Dr. Dre releases Detox
on Feb. 8.
Single "Kush" (feat. Snoop Dogg
and Akon) was released in November, while there are rumoured guest
appearances on the album from
Eminem, Jay-Z and Lady Gaga.
Feb. 15 marks the release of
Bright Eyes' first album since 2007's

Cassadaga.
Pitchfork has been streaming a
new song called "Shell Games," indicating a return to classic Bright
Eyes style, which should keep fans
happy.
On the same day, Montreal's The

Dears will release Degeneration Street
as a follow-up to 2oo8's Missiles.
Known for their theatrical live
shows, if you get a chance to see the
band touring this album, it will be
well worth it.
British songstress Adele releases
her second album 21 on Feb. 22.
After garnering a Grammy for
Best New Artist, 21 is undoubtedly a
highly anticipated album.
Adele describes her own sound as
"heartbroken soul;' so if you're looking for upbeat pop, avoid this record.
Lupe Fiasco's third album Lasers
drops on March 8.
The first single "The Show Goes
On" samples Modest Mouse's "Float
On" and fans can be sure that his
brand of alternative hip hop will at
least deliver a few solid tracks on the
latest album.
Lady Gaga also returns once
again with her third studio album,

Born This Way on May 23.
Finally, the rumours buzzing
about non-finalized projects are
some of the most exciting prospects
for 2011.
The Beastie Boys are set to release
Hot Sauce Committee Pt.l in spring,
though no date has been confirmed.
Radiohead and The Strokes are
also slated to have new albums out
in the spring, though neither have
released names or dates.
Death Cab for Cutie, Outkast and
Amy Winehouse have also claimed
that they will be releasing new albums this year, though the latter
is probably not the most reliable
claim.

thecord.ca

F1lrn prev1evv

he upcoming year promises to deliver some entertaining films. Continuing a
trend that few can master,
numerous sequels are slated for release throughout the upcoming year,
animated films continue to bring
laughs to child and adult audiences
alike, and comic book blockbusters
will likely dominate the box office.
January kicks off with the Jan. 14
release of The Green Hornet, directed
by innovative French moviemaker
Michel Gondry. The film stars Seth
Rogen as Britt Reid, a wealthy newspaper publisher by day, but vigilante
crime fighter by night. Rogen cowrote the movie, which also stars
Academy Award winner Christoph
Waltz, Cameron Diaz and Jay Chou.
On Jan. 28, Mexican film Biutiful
reaches theatres. Directed by Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu, the dark
film follows a man on his search for
a lost love and a better life for his
children. Star Javier Bardem has
been receiving praise from both
critics and peers for his haunting
performance.
February will see a fun animated
reinterpretation of Shakespeare's
Romeo and Juliet. The Disney
Touchstone picture Gnomeo andJuliet
features the voices of James McAvoy and Emily Blunt as the two lead
characters, with a star-studded
supporting cast including Maggie
Smith, Michael ~ine and Patrick

T

Stewart. The family friendly flick
debuts on Feb. 11.
May looks like it will deliver the
perfect combination oflaughter and
action. Thor, directed by Kenneth
Branagh, kicks off on May 6 and
tells the story of an arrogant warrior
cast down to Earth by his father. The
film stars Chris Hemsworth alongside Natalie Portman and Anthony
Hopkins.
Kung-FuPanda2 is slated to provide laughs and excitement, as its
all-star cast returns in the sequel.
The family friendly story of'ilo the
Panda features the voices of Jack
Black, Angelina Jolie, Jackie Chan,
David Cross, Lucy Liu and Seth Rogen. It hits the big screen on May 27.
Another May sequel that fans
are hoping will live up to the original is The Hangover 2. The cast reprises their roles as the story carries
them to Thailand for Stu's wedding.
Obviously something will go horribly wrong and hilarity will ensue.
Opens on May 26.
Finally, heading in to the summer
blockbuster season, the final Harry
Potter instalment hits theatres on
July 15, which will undoubtedly be
a worldwide phenomenon for the
fans that have followed the series
over the past decade. Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows Part II brings the
magical series to an end and will see
the epic final faceoffbetween the
boy wizard and Voldemort.
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DearLIFE

Student Housing

Dear Life is your opportunity to write a
letter to your life, allowing you to vent
your anger with life's little.frustrations in
a completely publicforum. All submissions to Dear Life are anonymous, should
be no longer than 100 words and must be
addressed to your life. Submissions can be
sent to dearlife@thecord.ca no later than
Monday at noon each week.

Dear Life,
You know I love this school but instead of a granite bench and bronze
statue of Sir. Wilfrid Laurier, do you
think we could get heat in the science building? Please?
Sincerely,
Frost bitten science student
Dear Life,
If you classroom couples can't keep
your hands off each other, go home.
Classrooms are not the place for
PDA makeout sessions.
Sincerely,
Trying not to puke, and the thought
of alcohol on a hungover day is easier to handle than loo)<ing at you two

Dear Life,
I'm not really sure whether I can tell
you how much I love snow, because
I don't really think there are words.
When it snows, it's like I have a
purpose.
As long as it keeps up, I feel like
nothing can go wrong. Now that it's
finally winter, it's like I'm alive all
over again.
Sincerely,
Just Realized I'm a Snowman

Dear Life,
How is it that I need skates on my
way to class to walk through the
now frozen pond on the sidewalk.
It's funny how they have so many
clustered salt piles, none of which
seem to reach the campus lake.
Sincerely,
If there's a sidewalk, I should be able
to walk on it through any weather

Dear Life,
Thank you for providing me with
peers who arrive late, incessantly
talk, and then leave early all the
while Dr. Sinclair tries to help them
pass their final exam. Life, it should
become a custom to heckle anyone
who can arbitrarily leave a lecture,
for they deserve the respect that
they exert toward their classmates
and professors.
Sincerely,
You-Make-Me-Want-To-Trip-YouOn-Your-Way-Out-You-StupidPucks

Dear Life,
I've always wanted to catch two
people having sex in the study
rooms at the library... It wasn't until the other day that I found out
that you need to have at least three
people to rent a room out. That's a
choose your own adventure joke!
The ending of it goes anyway you
want it to:)
Sincerely,
Happy Studying Laurier

Dear Life,
I don't really appreciate it when I go
to one of the few places to study on
campus and have to freeze my ass
off. It's really hard to type or turn
pages with mittens on.
Sincerely,
Please turn up the fucking heat in
the concourse

Dear Life,
How come when using Scholars
Portal the "Get it at Laurier" button
fails most of the time. If it says "Get
it at Laurier" it should mean GET IT
AT LAURIER!
Sincerely,
Keep finding the perfect article but
can't "Get it at Laurier"

Dear Life,
The Science Atrium is not a coffee shop where you congregate with
friends and discuss how drunk you
were last night. It's a place where
SCIENCE (not business or arts) students come to study and discuss;
heterogeneous catalysis, polymer
synthesis, protein denaturation and
particles in a box.
Sincerely,
Use your own fucking building
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Dear Life,
Turns out that the Dr. Alvin Woods
building is not called the David Allen Woods building.
Sincerely,
4th year science student still learning about the campus, and, where is
this building?
Dear Life,
Why is it so hard to get up and get
you started in the morning?
Sincerely,
Hitting the snooze button for the 5th
time today
Dear Life,
Let's get serious now... final exams
are days away.
Sincerely,
Can't stop watching Christmas
specials

Student Housing
Student rental properties available for rent close to WLU.
CLEAN. upgraded DETACHED
houses. townhouses. apartments
and true loft spaces rentals available on many-nearby·sn-e~s in-'
eluding Ezra. Marshall. Hazel and
Lester. Rentals to suit all group
sizes from 1 to 13. Many start
dates available. Please contact
Hoffaco Property Management
-rent@hoffaco com (preferred) or
through phone 519-8857910.

Only $389 - FIVE BEDROOM
HOUSE, Must see. goes fast.
excellent location. 147 8 Weber Street N. Starting May 01/11.
close to everything. very clean.
free washer/dryer. gas heated.
new windows & doors. cheap
utilities. two full bahrooms. two
full si<:,e fridges. hardwood floors
& ceramic tile throughout. large
private yard and large deck. free
parking for five cars. on bus route
direct 5 mins to UW & WLU. $389
per room/ per month. Call 519741-7724 or 416-575-2104. Email
info@acdev.ca

PRIVATE TUTORING in math by
recently retired professor. with
Ph. D. and 38 years teaching.
Most undergrad courses. includIng precalculus. first and second
year calculus. statistics. matrix
and linear algebra. discrete and
financial mathematics. rea l analysis. set theory. modern algebra.
topology, etc .. plus statistics from
other departments or business
mathematics. Resident in Kitchener. Inquire dlgrant1946@gmail.
com

thecord.ca
Only $419 - FOUR BEDROOM
HOUSING, 34 Bridgeport Road
East. Starting May 01/11. Excellent location. close to everything,
downtown at WLU. near UW.
New. immaculate. open concept
kitchener. all appliances. dishwasher. dining room and living
room ope onto a private balcony. central air conditioning. huge
rooftop garden patio. complete
laundry facilities. dryers free.
free parking. gas. heat. gas water heater. cheap utilities. on bus
route direct 3 min to UW & WLU.
perfect for students. rents fast. a
must see. Only $ 419 per room/
per month. Call 519-741-7724 or
www.acdev.ca for mar info and
pictures. Email info@acdev.ca

****RUN!!!!****247 HAZEL ST.
*****3 BEDROOMc~HOt}SE*****
PEOPLE LINE UP & FIGHT OVER
THIS PLACE- A ONCE EVERY
3-4 YEAR OPPORTUNITY. 30
seconds to WLU . Lots of parking. N/C Laundry. $450/ month.
(519) 575-6321 or (519) 575-6313

Teach English
Abroad

TESOL/TESL T-cher Tnlnlng
Certification Coanes
• lateulve 60-Hoar Program
• Claaaroom lllaaagemeat Techalques
• Detailed Lessoa Plaaalag
• ESL Sldlls Development
• Comprehensive Teacblag Materials
• Interactive Teacblag Practlcnm
• lntematlonally Recognlz;ecl Certificate
• Teacher Placement Service
• Money-Back Guarantee Included
• Thousands of Satisfied Students

-

OXFORD SEMINARS
1-800-269-6 719/ 416-924-3240

www .oxfordseminars.ca

Dear Life,
Today I saw an ecohawk in a rnajor dilemma. Upon finishing their
Starbucks coffee cup they went over
to the garbage/recycling containers
only to ponder for a couple minutes
then proceed to ask a friend if it was
recyclable or not.
Sincerely,
Try using a reusable coffee mug

Dear Life,
WLU health services.
Sincerely,
Enough Said

...;:;,;~

Dear Life,
Even a damn yeti has to wear a
jacket INSIDE the science atrium.
Why can we pay for a million dollar
expansion of the already PERFECT
Nichols building but can't afford/
care to keep the science students
warm.
Sincerely,
I still don't have Internet

Services

-'------~-_..J

CAMPUS CHIROPRACTOR
Students covered by the WLU Health Plan
only pay the 20°/o co-insurance fee

HEALTH SERVICES
884-0710 Ext. 3146
Go to www.studentvip.ca/wlusu for details

Taking place Feb 2. 2011
at 7:00pm in the Turret.
Nomination applications
are available now
at www.wlusp.com
&will close Jan 17th 12 noon.
.5 positions available:

-·

1 President - 4 Student Directors
~
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Drug reform needed in
U.S. for peace in Mexico
An increasing amount of attention is being focused on
the troubles experienced south of the American border
in Mexico. Drug violence has escalated as the government of Felipe Calderon has sought to crack down on
the drug cartels that control much of the border region.
Recently, the Globe and Mail covered the disappearance of the last police officer of the Mexican-American
border city of Guadalupe. Originally a police force of 12
officers, it was decimated by assassinations and resignations. The last officer standing, Erika Gandara, patrolled the town alone. She went missing at the end of
December, presumably either killed or abducted by one
of the cartels. With an estip1ated 1o,ooo people killed
between 2007 and 2009, Mexico is in a state of civil war.
What is saddest about this tragedy is that it is almost
entirely preventable. While Barack Obama and the
United States have offered laughable assistance to the
Calderon government to fight tile drug war, tile simple
reality is iliat tile American War on Drugs is tile primary culprit for Mexico's troubles.
An estimated 6o per cent of drug activity in Mexico
is marijuana smuggled from Colombia, ilirough Mexico
into tile United States. Drug cartels are in a turf war to
control tile territory close to tile American border that
offers lucrative business opportunities.
A very simple policy change can be made to help
ease Mexico's plight iliat doesn't involve throwing millions of dollars in a money pit to fight an endless battle
against tile cartels: legalize marijuana. Through legalization you will eliminate demand for illegal marijuana
and choke tile cartels of ilieir revenue source along wiili
numerous benefits to tile United States iliat need anoilier column to do justice.
Only wiili iliis change in policy will Mexico ever be at
peace. We, however, are not holding our breaili.
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-The Cord Editorial Board

War on tobacco undermining its cause

2011 will be more of the
same in federal politics
The political pundits are all giving ilieir two cents as to
ilieir predictions for what is going to happen politically
at tile federal level wiili tile dawning of tile New Year.
It is wiili iliese forecasts iliat you get to see how ridiculously out of touch tile mainstream media is wiili tile
opinions of ordinary Canadians as iliey obsess over political strategy and tactics.
The truili is 2011 will be pretty much as terrible as
2010 and sadly no one really cares anymore.
Politicians and tile press are continuously focused on
issues no one cares about, wheilier it is condesce.nding
taunts about Michael Ignatieff teaching at Harvard and
"not being a Canadian" or Prime Minister Harper playing tile piano; again, iliere is little to no debate about issues of substance. Not to mention tile obsession wiili
irrelevant daily tracking polls of political support iliat
are all wiiliin tile margin of error of each oilier.
Even if iliere is an election little will change in tile
current climate. People have made up ilieir minds about
tile current parties and ilieir leaders. The absence of debate on fundamental issues has led to a climate of apailiy that will no doubt herald a further decline in voter
turnout.
Canadians want a fresh political climate. Perhaps tile
resignation of all or some of tile party leaders to allow
for renewal would be a good place to start. Unfortunately, for Canadians iliat is simply a pipe dream.
-The Cord Editorial Board

This unsigned editorial is based offinformal discussions and
then agreed upon by the majority ofThe Cord's editorial board,
which consists of15 senior Cord staffincluding the Editor-inChiefand Opinion Editor. The arguments made may reference
any facts that have been made available through interviews,
documents or other sources. The views presented do not necessarily reflect those ofThe Cord's ~olunteers, staffor WLUSP.
The Cord is published by
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications.
Contact Bryn Ossington, WLUSP President and CEO
75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON N2L 3C5

ERIC MERKLEY
letters@thecord.ca

Recently, under heavy pressure from
tile anti -smoking lobby, Healili Canada
has announced new mandatory labeling for tobacco products. In 2001, Canada passed tile first legislation in tile
world to mandate tile labels to cover 50
per cent of tile tobacco packaging on
tile front and back. Recent changes will
increase label coverage to 75 per cent
and display a phone number for a quitsmoking hotline. This move is part of
a larger amped-up war on tobacco iliat
has occurred since 2000 and amidst tile
flourishing contraband market.
Before I take a position on what to
many is a fairly open and shut issue, let
me point out iliat I have never picked
up, let alone smoked a cigarette in my
life and don't plan on doing so. I prefer
to slowly kill myself wiili a steady deep
fried diet, eating enough cl)icken wings
to put a chicken farmer's kid ilirough
college tile way no government subsidy
ever could. I am also not a shill for the
tobacco industry, iliough I do iliink Nick
Naylor in "Thank You for Smoking" is
one of tile most badass movie characters ever.
It strikes me iliough iliat this continued war on tobacco is getting a bit absurd. Does anyone honestly think that
bumping up tile warning label size from
50 per cent to 75 per cent will actually
change habits or keep young people
from taking up smoking? Now the antismoking lobby claims iliat iliese labels
have a positive effect. However, tile evidence is far more dubious once held under a microscope.
They point to focus groups of smokers and non-smokers (probablywiili
fairly leading questions) who say that
tile bigger labels are more effective, and
iliat disgusting pictures of tile effects
of tobacco use have a greater impact
ilian words alone. This same logic is, of
course, used by extremists in tile prolife movement when iliey obnoxiously

shove pictures of dead fetuses in peapie's faces, but is it truly that effective? I
believe that heavy saturation can desensitizeyou.
There are two major problems with
the focus group studies. Firstly, tile results cannot be generalized to the greater public because of a small sample size.
Secondly, iliey do not adequately link
immediate impressions with long-term
changes in behaviour. Does tile labeling actually have an impact in changing
smoking habits?
Some studies point to mild decreases in tobacco consumption, but
iliey do not isolate labeling from oilier
anti-smoking measures such as education campaigns in schools and sin
taxes or the rise of contraband tobacco.
In fact, smoking prevalence declined
even amidst a roll back of taxes in 1994
and a complete absence of warning Iabels. The case for mandatory labeling is
flimsy at best. It strikes me as noiliing
more ilian a feel-good measure adopted
by politicians to appease a very powerfullobby.
The tragic part of all of iliis is that this
continued war on tobacco could undermine the cause it purports to support.
Studies have shown that consumers
treat contraband tobacco as a near substitute for legal tobacco. In economic
terms, this means that as the price rises
or oilier measures are taken to make
purchasing tile legal product less desirable, consumers will switch to contraband tobacco, which can come in unmarked bags of 200 or more.
This is exactly what is happening. Estimates of tile share of the market held
by contraband tobacco range from 27
per cent to 40 per cent. This is not new
to Canada, however. In 1983 contraband
market share stood at one per cent. This
increased to 31 per cent in 1993 amidst
hikes in tobacco taxes on tile order of
104 per cent.
In response, tile federal government
in response slashed tobacco taxes from
$19.14 to $7.29 per carton and contraband sales returned to previous levels.
A new anti-smoking strategy initiated in 2001 to increase taxes by 137
per cent in tile past decade has led to
tile flourishing of tile contraband trade
we see today. Seizures of contraband
have increased from 39,773 cartons in
2002 to a record 965,688 in 2008. The

I

government seems to lack tile ability to
learn from tile past.
The share is even higher amongst
demographics iliat are tile most price
sensitive: tile lower classes and youth.
Studies by tile Arcus Group were conducted to give a rough estimate of contraband cigarette presence in high
schools. They surveyed and collected
tile cigarette butts lying on tile ground
of 100 different high school grounds in
Ontario and Quebec. The most recent
study found tile presence of contraband
increasing from 36 per cent to 45 per
cent in Quebec and 26 per cent to 30 per
cent in Ontario between 2008 and 2009.
Contraband cigarettes are smuggled
in from souili of tile border wiili native reserves often used as distribution
points {50 per cent of contraband cigarettes flow through native reserves in
Ontario and Quebec). This practice robs
tile government of an estimated $2 billion in tax revenue. It also facilitates tile
growili of organized crime wiili gangs
such as tile Hell's Angels who profit.
The Harper government has launched
a half-hearted law enforcement crackdown on tobacco smugglingwiiliout
venturing onto native reserves to shut
down tile "smoke houses:' A half measure at best. But tile reality is it won't be
any more effective ilian prohibition in
tile 1920s or tile current War on Drugs.
When economic activity is pushed underground, tile only way to control it is
to allow it to come to tile surface. This
means lowering tobacco taxes andrepealing absurd labeling regulations. The
greatest ilireat to teen smoking habits is
contraband tobacco. A better balance in
regulation needs to be found or tile antismoking lobby will seriously undermine
ilieir own efforts.
The governme_nt also needs to come
to tile realization iliat we live in a free
society and people are allowed to make
decisions for iliemselves. They are allowed to rise and fall on tile choices they
make. Smokers in iliis day and age are
conscious of the risks iliey are taking.
So instead of treating each of iliem like
they are an ignorant child, simply be
iliere to offer a way out if iliey want it,
or iliey will flip you tile finger and buy a
carton of cigarettes for 11 bucks on tile
underground market. Prohibition didn't
work and neiilier will a holy war on tobacco. That's tile reality.
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Urgent reform needed to
accommodate lazy students
Barbara Ciochon outlines steps needed for universities to reach
out to the large a_nd growing lazy student demographic

letters@thecord.ca

CONTRIBUTED IMAGE

Wikileaks a force of good or evil? Check
out the point/counter-point online
thecord.ca/opinion

Letters to the Editor
Alanna Wallace maddeningly arrogant
Re: Pope's advice on condom use is archaic and dangerous, Dec. 1
I would like to begin by saying that I
respect the points of view illustrated
in your article -you did a good job
of articulating them.
However, you came across as
maddeningly arrogant and sickeningly condescending by essentially
saying you would stifle dissenting
opinions and that everybody else
should too.
I would recommend that you get
off your high horse, because holding
an opinion that you believe is right
does not make you better than anybody else, nor does it mean you are
correct.
People do not like being told what
to do, nor do you have the right to
"stifle" people's opinions. Ordering
people around and espousing only
one point Of view are actions of the
15th Century.

In the modern age we have a wonderful thing known as free speech,
might I suggest you learn some respect for it. So, with all due respect,
who is really archaic here?

-Nicholas Pearson

Continue the debate online at

thecord.ca
Letter policy

Letters must not exceed250 words. Include yourfoil name and telephone number. Letters must be received by u:oo
p.m. noon Monday via e-mail to letters@
thecord.ca. The Cord reserves the right to
editfor length and clarit;y or to reject any
letter.

With extensive analysis into the
university curriculum, I have come
to an unsettling conclusion regarding the way that lectures are delivered, assignments and exams designed and the extent of professors'
expectations; all of the aforementioned neglect to cater to students
who do not give a rat's ass about
education.
Fortunately, universities stand in
a unique position to salvage dropping overall program GPAs and
could save thousands of dollars if
the following recommendations are
considered, rather than paying expensive consultant fees to deal with
this demographic of students.
To begin, professors' lectures
provide such students with little direction when it comes to identifYing important information. Rather
than including unnecessary filler
information, professors would find
it easier to reach these students by
men ioning only vital points that
will indefinitely be found on exams
or used in assignments.
PowerPoint presentations should
avoid including too much text as this
is more often than not overwhelming. Instead, pictures can tell the
same story with lessons becoming
a game of Pictionary with bonus
points and snacks awarded to the
lucky winners. Where pictures are
deemed inadequate to use in lecture,
South Park and Family Guy episodes
can always serve as a second best
alternative.
Assignments, on the other
hand, serve as perhaps the greatest

obstacle among this group of students in reaching success. Essay
topics are often outdated, irrelevant
and uninteresting.
Students would be better off writing about people who matter in the
current day like Robert Pattinson,
Kanye West and Snooky as opposed
to focusing on the same bunch of
dead guys over and over again. Similarly, rather than reporting on the
state of the Canadian economy, an
analysis of the state of "The Situation's" abs is considerably more interesting and relevant to a political
science class given the threat that he
poses to human (female] security,
for example.
Equally important is the need for
professors to change the way that
they deal with this demographic of
students.
Too often, professors suspect
that students with virtually no trace
of participation in the class as well
as an overall, low grade often provide illegitimate excuses for missed
classes, late assignments and exam
deferrals.
Yet, I choose to vouch for these
individuals as I have found through
my own research that these students
have on average, particularly weak
immune systems, terrible luck with
laptops and are more susceptible to
mental and emotional breakdowns,
all of which contribute to their poor
attendance and performance.
All in all, post-secondary

Where pictures are
deemed inadequate to
use in lecture, South
Park and Family Guy
episodes can always
serve as a second best
alternative.
institutions have consistently favored cookie-cutter "do your work,
go to class" students and consequently, do not accommodate students who would rather take part in
daily Call of Duty: Black Ops marathons instead of making something
of themselves.
As such, a significant overhaul of
the university curriculum must take
place in order to reach out to these
students and embrace their unique
- although often assumed, nonexistent -learning style. Indeed, universities have the capability to foster
a more inclusive learning environment that welcomes students of all
academic backgrounds and varying
levels oflaziness,
And to those worried about prestige, I say "Maclean's rankings
shmankings:'

I

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Teaching Support Services invites applicants from the Wilfrid Laurier University
community for the

WLU
TEACHING ASSISTANT
A WARD OF EXCELLENCE
Finish.
Purpose of the Award
Teaching and Instructional Assistants (TAl lA) play an important role in supporting student
learning and development. In recognition of their contributions, we invite nominations for
eligible candidates for the annual teaching assistant award of excellence.

You may not have done as well
on your exams as you hoped,
but with transfer credits from
Athabasca University, you can

The Award
Up to two recipients (one graduate TA and one undergraduate lA) may receive the Award each
year. Each recipient will receive a plaque at convocation, at which time a citation will be read,
along with a $500 'scholarship' toward tuition in future educational endeavours.

pick up the classes you need to
complete your degree. AU offers
over 700 courses delivered online
and at a distance. many with
the flexibility of monthly start

Deadline
The complete application package must be submitted by March 1, 2011 to the Educational
Development Office. Nomination information and eligibility requirements are available online
at www.wlu.ca/edev under Awards and Recognition .
If you have questions or comments about the award, please contact Sandy Hughes, Director of
Teaching Support Services, ext. 4104 or by email at shughes@wlu.ca.

dates. Let AU help you finish your
degree in record time.
Learn more at
www.athabascau.ca.

Athabasca Universitytil
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You know what

yanks my Cord...
....New Year's resolutions. It's that
time ofyear once again where many
in our society feel that the coming
of a new year calls for a complete
change for the better in some aspect
of their lives.
Despite the positive intentions of
those who take on New Year's resolutions, the goals that have been set
are often put on the back burner and
eventually forgotten within a matter of a few weeks after the new year
begins.
For the majority who eventually
do not choose to honour their resolution any longer, the practice actually becomes counterproductive
to the self-esteem and motivation
necessary in order to make positive
changes in life.
How common is it to hear about
someone obtaining a gym membership in the first week of January only
to never step foot in the place past
the middle of February? It is absolutely ridiculous how easily fitness
establishments take advantage of
resolution setting at the beginning
of each New Year marketing itself
as a definite avenue for healthy lifestyle changes.
We often forget that achieving
significant change through activities
like physical fitness takes months

of perseverance and hard work and
does not come along with putting a
three month down payment on a fitness club membership.
•
While it is commendable to approach life with great ambitions,
these have to be paralleled with
careful planning and a great deal of
hard work and discipline in order to
achieve success.
More often than not, the practice
of setting New Year's resolutions
forces people to focus more on the
end result of goals like being more
physically fit or a higher achieving
student rather than the steps that
are essential to achieving these in
the first place.
This is not to suggest that selfimprovement is a bad idea. Certainly, all of us could benefit from
striving to enhance an aspect of our
lives that is in need of recognition.
However, it is completely false to
believe that the coming of the New
Year is the most suitable or ~e only
time for this type of behaviour to be
realized.
Realistic goal setting and striving for excellence is something that
should be sought after each day of
our lives in a continuous effort to
maximize our full potential.

-Martin Pineda

NICK LACHANCE FILE PHOTO

Likealittle is r:10thing but a
forum for cyber trolling
JOHN KENNEDY
letters@thecord.ca

The newest social networking sensation hit the Laurier campus during the exam period and students
seem to like it, a lot. No longer Lan
you walk around campus without
thinking someone is checking you
out; professing their attraction to
you via an online forum. Likealittle.
com seemed like an early Christmas gift for those in procrastination mode from exams and faster

than you could say "what happened
to Overheard at Laurier;' everyone
seemed to be creepily searching for
that hot person in their vicinity to
write about.
Walking around campus, you see
tons oflaptop screens focused on
the same website with the user hoping that the person sitting across
from them replied to their passionate confession by offering to meet
them in the library bathroom in five
minutes.
·
Likealittle, as much fun as it appears, seems nothing more than
internet banality at its finest. It is
marketed to bored students who will
use any excuse they can muster to
avoid doing anything that remotely
resembles attaining an education
they complain they pay so much for.
Mind you, it's ingenious in reaching
its audience, but what does that say
about the audience?
Instead, Likealittle represents two
polar extremes when it comes to appealing to the current status of online communities. Most people use
it as a trolling forum to make fun of
posts, talk a lot of smack and make
fun of people. People may say, "oh
it's all in good fun;• but in reality
this is nothing more than an evolved
form of bullying that exemplifies
cowardice even more because it's
within the confines of digital space.
Sure, it would seem that some
people deserve criticism for publicly
seeking out coitus, but on Likealittle
it goes beyond that. Within a few
moments on the site it doesn't take
long to find posts with racist, sexist and homophobic messages that
I'm sure the Laurier administration
would frown upon given its supposed commitment to inclusivity.
This doesn't stop the trolls from
coming out and stirring the pot
though. If you're a troll, go to Reddit
or Digg where the mainstream ones
lurk. Oh and by the way, for all those
who use Likealittle as their novice
entry to trolling, talking about making fun of people and what you said
to "Guava" on your Facebook status
defeats the purpose. Go find another
way to feel better about yourself.
The other users, which probably make up a minute minority of
those on the site, are actually using
it for its intended purpose as a FFP
(flirting-facilitator program). Some
people are shy, self-conscious and
lack the game required to approa<;:h
people they like.
Likealittle was created to help
people like this on campus (however many of them there might
be), but instead it quickly became
bastardized by users who realized
they could get away with cheeky

Sadly, people bitching
to each other through
the guise of anonimity
is what the internet has
become most predominant for these days.

comments under hilariously fruitthemed poster names.
· All those that are so heavily ingrained in the university experience
often forget that university can be a
lonely place if one is not so socially
adept. The university experience
is one of the prime facilitators of
match-making, but for some people
this isn't the case.
Desperate people will often resort
to desperate measures, like looking for love on Likealittle of all places. Chirping these people will only
further develop their introverted
tendencies.
The appeal ofLikealittle should,
hopefully, last for all but three seconds ending With the previous exam
period.
Sadly, people bitching to each
other through the guise of anonymity is what the internet has become most predominant for these
days. Likealittle doesn't help stop
this slippery slope. The university
doesn't need its own variation of
eHarmony or whatever online dating website you might happen to
use.
This is nothing more than time
wasting at its worst. I'm almost
frightened to ask what the next
fad will be for the Laurier online
community.
Hold that thought. At Concourse,
Female, Blonde, just walked by. I
hope she sees what I just posted.
Please respond, please respond,
blast! Another love lost.

Check out Bree Mantha's
news story on likealittle at

thecord .ca
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"The students are boisterous and loud with the reasons why they don't want a hike in the tuition cap with no mention of
alternatives. The harsh reality is this unwanted move is a painful necessity to deal with a record budget deficit; a budget
deficit that would have been saddled with Britain's youth for generations to come." -Shagun Randhawa

Point/counter-point: U.K. tuition hike
Big business ideology behind U.K. tuition increase

MARCIE FOSTER
letters@thecord.ca

There is a lot to be said regarding tuition.
What it goes towards and what we get out of
it are two issues that are usually considered
when talking about the tuition cap. But when
something as scary as tripling the cap for domestic students (which recently received a
passing vote in the British Parliament) takes
place, it makes us focus less on funding and
more about the whole point of education.
Students, from high school and university
alike, ar;,e engaged in prolonged conflict in
London. Several students were quoted as saying that this hike would deter them from attending university altogether if not elsewhere.
As a student attending Laurier on loans and
financial aid from my family, I could not
imagine the troubles that would occur if the
cap in Ontario were to triple.
Currently, we are already paying the most
in Canada. To think that this is an issue of
finances would make one incredibly misinformed; this is about education. We
want to be educated; we want to learn.
Imposing such a massive tuition hike
upon students is fundamentally in
conflict with the purpose of education, which is not to trade money
for a degree, but to bring out the
potential in all of us.
The tuition hike in the UK
shows us how education is becoming a big business; there is
no reasonable explanation for
students to be paying so much
money to attend a university or
college. Bringing quality professors and upgrading technology and space is expensive, but
tripling the tuition cap in order
to "fill the funding hole" seems incredibly excessive.
Yet, a report from the Adam Smith
institute claims that eliminating the cap
altogether would have been a better decision, as universities play an integral role
in the "knowledge economy" and government interference would impede the growth
of this so-called "free market of education:'
When there are universities that allow domestic students free tuition, it is alarming
to think that this big business ideology can
be acceptable and utilised on a broad·scale.
With special exception to elite schools such

as Oxford and Cambridge, the ability to study
in Britain will become dependent on wealth
and prestige and not" on desire or intellectual
ability. Efficiency-based systems turn education into a profit-maximizing ideal; to make
unive.rsities nothing but factories to churn out
capitalists. We might as well privatize education altogether, keeping business competitive.
and getting top dollar for top services.
If the extra funding were to go into scholarships and bursaries for domestic students, it
would still not eliminate the division between
financially burdened students and those who
can well afford university. The raising of the
tuition cap simply makes it easier for rich
kids to get into the better schools, rather than
eliminating the divide by making the scholarship no longer an absolute necessity, but an
afterthought. "Poor kids" will have to work
even harder to get into the best schools and
even then they may suffer a lifetime's worth
of debt.
The point is that students are worrying
about money. We're worrying about how
we're going to pay for school, for food, for
lodging and for trips home instead of focusing on our studies. The British government is
~trying to play both sides of the economic field: delivering education
maintaining universities as
ousmesses. The tuition cap hike
in Britain is a very stark reminder of
how much we're paying for our degree
and how that degree isn't necessarily reflective of an education. It's reflective of a
budget crunch.

DOMINOS.CA

SAVE TIME AND
ORDER ONLINE
King Street North and Northfield, Waterloo
(inside the Petro Canada Plaza)

CALL 519-571-8931

Late Night Special Monday Madness 2·for·1 Tuesdays

S8.88 S10.88
After 9:00PM
Large 3 Item Pizza
Coupon Coclc L T01

Buy any Medium or Large
Pizza and get the
2nd Pizza Free

Large 4-Topping Pizza

(same size or smaller,
same or fewer toppings)
No Feast Pizzas Included

Coupon Coclc 4201

Coupon Coclc 8521

Tuition change a reasonable response to tough,
long-term economic challenges in Britain

SHAGUN RANDHAWA
let ters@thecord .ca

Coming from a university student graduating with a hefty amount of unpaid loans, you
would think I would be completely unsupportive of the controversial hike in Britain's
university tuition fees. I have to admit,logical reasoning suggests had I went to school in
Britain and was pressured by expensive tuition and school fees, I may have been just as
angry as British students. I might have even
taken part in the protests tens of thousands of
students marched in since the announcement
was made.
The decision ensured that the cap on
subsidized university fees would jump from
$4,800 to $14,000 a year. With such a huge
hike, it is reasonable to assume that students
would be infuriated. As the last month has
showed, infuriated is an understatement.
These students have seized upon this news
to launch a large wave of protests that have
turned frequently into violent riots.
_
Slogans were chanted
, ...::: ~ ~ "\ - ( ~ aimed at the Liberal
- ~ .<' Democrats {who had
~~previously vowed to fight
the tuition hikes). Bonfires
were set and firecrackers
and paint bombs were
thrown, which brought
parts of central London
to a standstill. A small
group of protesters
even attacked a car
containing Prince
Charles and his wife,
Camilla, in central
London. Individuals
wearing black ski
masks broke into the
=~~:::::-headquarters of the
='"'"
Conservative Party,
smashing windows and
drawing graffiti on a statue of
Winston Churchill. One protester - the
adopted son of Pink Floyd guitarist David
Gilmour, as it so happens - swung from
the flag hanging from the Cenotaph (a war
memorial).
It's hard to muster up any sympathy for a
mob when the response to a political decision
it doesn't like is violence.

However, the decision to raise the cap is a
historical one, especially in a country where
at one point students were going to university
for free. The truth is the announcement
that led to the decision to raise university
tuition costs was made in October, when the
government had stated they would be cutting
public spending by $130 billion by 2015. The
initial reaction was disgruntled acceptance as
the promise of a new age of austerity seemed
to appeal to the mass public, especially those
who remembered the penny-pinching times
of their youth.
Students, however, don't remember those
times. Post-war rationing, scrinlping and
hoarding in order to pay for the mortgages on
the ridiculously expensive London housing
market doesn't resonate with Britain's youth.
The students are boisterous and loud with
the reasons why they don't want a hike in the
tuition cap with no mention of alternatives.
The harsh reality is this unwanted move is a
painful necessity to deal with a record budget
deficit; a budget deficit that would have been
saddled with Britain's youth for generations
to come.
The only way Britain can balance its books
is to cut government spending, w:hich will
lead to the loss of thousands of public sector
jobs and hundreds of government programs
across the board.
Raising the cap is the only way as seen by
British lawmakers to keep universitie·s funded
in these tough times.
It is also important to recognize that the
plan is also designed to help the poor and to
keep their tuition as subsidized as possible
with a structured route to pay back debt.
Under the plan, students would borrow
money from the government to pay tuition (as
the current situation dictates).
They will not start repaying the debt
until they earn at least $38,ooo per year, an
increase from the current level of $24,100.
Once that happens, students wi:ll pay 9 per
cent of their income above that level to settle
the debt.
I understand that the fear of graduating
with debt is daunting. As I entered university,
I was considerably surprised at the fees we
had to pay to gain a post-secondary education. However, as I will be the one to reap the
(intellectual and financial) benefits of such an
education, I do find it fair to p;zy for it myself I
wouldn't want individuals who never want or
will never become students, to have to pay for
my advancement with their taxes.
With the realities of the harsh economic
times, for the students of Britain, there is not
much to do but to throw post-ideological
tantrums and to break things in response. It's
a shame university hasn't taught them how to
reason.

18 •

The Cord • Thursday. January 6. 2011

SPORTS
Sports Editor Justin Fauteux • jfauteux@thecord.ca

•

Why we love the world juniors
KEVIN CAMPBELL
STAFF WRITER

It can get pretty lonely at the top.
Canadians can sometimes take
for granted what has come so easily
to them over the past half-decade or
so at the annual Christmas tournament that is the World Junior Hockey Championships.
So perhaps the greatest thing
to happen to the great white north
was being humbled as hosts last
year when the upstart Americans
crashed the party in Saskatchewan,
capturing gold, and halting Canada's
gold-digging streak at five years.
It's okay Canada, you got your
vengeance over those Yankees
at some venue called the Winter
Olympics just a couple months later
-you may have heard about it.
But the 2011 edition of the World
Junior tournament has taken on a
life of its own.
Rabid face-painted, jerseydonning, cow-bell and air-horn
equipped fans north of the 49th
parallel have been sighted, crossing
en masse, into enemy territory in
Buffalo.
Any poor, unaware or oblivious
soul observing the baxder might
think the nation has'finally lost it
and is attacking Obamaland the
only way we know how - with sticks
and skates.
But there in itself is the question
we must all ask ourselves when we
take a moment to stop sipping our
Timrnies.
Is all of this really necessary?

LONTR BUTEO PHOTO

Can any nation that takes itself even
a little bit seriously justifY this mass
temporary migration to Buffalo just
to watch some teenagers, not yet
NHL-primed, try and destroy other
teenagers that don't call themselves
Canucks?
And the answer is a clear, resoundingyes.
And no, it's not for our intracontinental insecurities and inferior
feelings we may harbour towards
a country ten times our population
just below us.
It's an outlet. A source of venting
our national pride in a game as natural to us, as cuisine is to the French.
The World Hockey

Cheerleaders
extend title streak
-cover
For Cameron, a former captain of
Laurier's cheerleading team, the win
has added significance, as it was
his first national title as the team's
head coach. However, having had so
much previous experience with the
team, the Laurier alumnus was confident in his team's ability to keep
the streak of,ptles alive.
"Having been so heavily involved
in the coaching staff previously, I
didn't really feel any more pressure
than I did before;' said Cameron.
"Plus, I had such great support from
my assistant coaches and the other
staff that help us out:'
As with any winning streak when
it comes to sports, the question now
becomes can this string offourstraight championships become five
next year?
With at least 24 of the 29 members of the team likely to return,
Cameron is confident in his team's
potential to make it five in a row in
2011.
"I think that as long as they continue to work hard and keep themselves in the best possible shape that
they can it's a definite possibility for
this program;' he said:'
Despite the national championship win, the Hawks' season is not
over yet. Next weekend the team
will travel to Indianapolis, Ind. to
take part in a competition known as
Jarnfest Super Nationals.

NICK

LACHANCE FILE PHOTO

Golden Hawk cheerleaders
training for nationals in the
University Stadium gym.

Championships are often a laughable facade, with some of the best
players still competing for the Stanley Cup. The World Cup of Hockey
has been stripped of its legitimacy
due to redundancy, and, last time
I checked, the Olympics only roll
around once every four years.
The World Juniors has evolved
into a spectacle that anyone can get
excited about.
The players are getting a taste of
elite, international competition for
the first time in their lives.
Future stars strut their stuff, and
undrafted players make names for
themselves to NHL scouts, especially overseas players with minimum

exposure in North America.
The tournament has also decidedly become a holiday tradition.
When school's out, the stores are
closed and the weather's sour, family and relatives can sip some cocoa,
sit by the fire and cozy up to some
thunderous hipchecks.
Plus, injecting a little money into
the Buffalo economy is never a bad
thing; as U.S. forward, Emerson
Etem can attest with the tweet that
got him in some hot water: "buffalo is a ghost town!! the worst city
ever, it makes medicine hat look like
paradise:'
Hey, we can't all grow up in
California.
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Log on to thecord.ca for staff writer Chris Mander's take on why Canadians
care too much when it comes to the World Junior Hockey Championship

Golden Hawks' halfway report
As WLU students return from the holiday break, Sports Editor Justin Fauteux provides
an update on the Laurier teams who are currently in the middle of their seasons
Women's Hockey

Men's Hockey

Women's Basketball

Record: 15-1-1, 1st in OUA
Aside from suffering a pair of
first-halflosses (something they
haven't done in four years} the
Golden Hawks women's hockey
team were their usual dominant
selves during first semester. They
sit atop the Ontario University Athletics (OUA} standings; however,
their three-point lead over the Brock
Badgers is much smaller than the
Hawks are accustomed to. With
Laurier hosting nationals the Hawks
automatically qualuy, but there's still
a good chance they'll be entering the
tournament as the OUA champion
for the eighth straight year.

Record: 9-4-4, 4th in OUA West
New head coach Greg Puhalski guided his young Hawks' squad
through an up-and-down start to
the season that saw everything from
let-downs against weaker opponents like Toronto and Ryerson to
an upset of perennial powerhouse
Lakehead. Despite some growing
pains, Laurier has managed to keep
pace with the OUA West's other top
teams: Western, Lakehead and Waterloo. While the Hawks have shown
some encouraging signs, they will
have to prove themselves against
those three toughteams (they currently have just one win in four tries
against Western, Lakehead and Waterloo) before they're considered a
true contender.

Record: T -4th in OUA West
Laurier's women's basketball
team came flying out of the gate
this season, winning their first
five games, even upsetting traditiona! top teams Ottawa and Carleton. Despite going 1-2 in their
final three games of the semester,
the Hawks managed to go into the
break with their best record since
2007-08 and look like the strongest team head coach Paul Falco has
fielded in his three-year tenure. The
Hawks will have difficulty separating themselves in the crowded top
half of the OUA West standings,
but should make the playoffs with
ease and have the potential to make
some considerable noise in the
post-season.

First half MVP
Goalie, Ryan Daniels
Top Rookie
Forward, Thomas Middup

First half MVP
Guard, Renata Adamczyk
Breakout Rookie
Guard, Felicia Mazerolle

Men's Basketball

Swimming

Record: 6-2, T -2nd in OUA West
After a four-year streak of mediocre 3-5 starts, the Hawks' men's
basketball team posted a winning
first semester record for the first
time since 2002 this past fall. The
purple and gold have largely ridden
the resurgence of former CIS rookie
of the year Kale Harrison, who has
been the high-scorer in all but two
of Laurier's contests this season, to
a tie for second with the Lakehead
Thunderwolves in the tough OUA
West. With just four points separating second from sixth, the Hawks
will need to play almost flawlessly
to maintain their current spot.

The Laurier swim team took part
in five competitions in the fall semester, capping their first half at
the Brock Cup on Nov. 27. Veteran
Whitney Rich continued to add to
her impressive career, taking home
three medals at both the OUA sprint
meet and the Laurentian Invitational in October. The team will host the
Laurier meet on Jan. 29 before competing in the OUA championships in
Guelph on Feb. 10-12.

First half MVP
Goalie, Liz Knox
Top Rookie
Forward, Laura Brooker

FILE PHOTOS BY ROSALIE EID AND SHAWN POLLOCK

First half MVP
Wing, Kale Harrison
Breakout Rookie
Post, Patrick Donnelly

Women's Volleyball

Keeping you in the know and on the GO
Starting Saturday, January 1, 2011 *,
we're adding new trips and making some changes
to the 25-Water1oo GO Bus service.
There will be more westbound trips from Square One GO Bus Terminal on
weekdays and new eastbound trips from both the University of Waterloo
and Wilfred Laurier University on Thursdays and Fridays.

First half MVP
Middle, Julie Gordon
Breakout Rookie
Middle, Alanna Kirchner

The 2:25p.m., 4:20, 5:20 and 6:25 eastbound trips from the University
of Waterloo will now depart earlier at 2:15, 4:10, 5:10 and 6:15p.m.

Men's Volleyball

There will also be more trips on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays in both
directions so be sure to check the new schedule.

-

*On Saturday, January 1, 2011, our service will operate on a holiday schedule.

Happy New Year from GO Transit!

F
4168693200
1 888 GET ON GO (438 6646)
nv 1800387 ~2
:
Pour plus de renseignements, veutllez v1siter le site
gotransit.com ou composer un des numeros ci-dessus

Record: 1-6, 6th in OUA West
Things were not easy for Laurier's
women's volleyball team in the fall
of 2010. The Hawks stumbled to an
o- 5 start before winning their only
match of the semester over the winless Windsor Lancers on Nov. 20.
Unless they can turn things around
quickly in the second semester,
it looks like the Hawks' playoff
drought will extend to three years.
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A Divi,•cn of MFROLINX

Record: 6-4, T -5th in OUA
After struggling through inconsistency, a young Laurier men's volleyball team hit their stride at the
end of first semester, winning three
of their last four matches right in the
thick of the OUA standings. With
over half of the team's roster in first
or second year, the inexperienced
Hawks' squad has looked brilliant
at times and woeful at others. If the
team can continue to build on some
encouraging performances, they
should not only make the post-season but be one of the higher seeds.
First halfMVP
Right Side, Cam Wheelan
Breakout Rookie
Left Side, Derek Kuiack

First half MVP
Whitney Rich
Breakout Rookie
AdrianNg
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CANDIDATE INFO SESSIONS
I.

JANUARY 10 & 11

BA 102 1OP M

ALL-CANDIDATES MEETING
JANUARY 19

BA 102 1OPM

For more information, visit WLUSU.COM
or contact Nata lee Snell, Chief Returning Officer at electlons@wlusu.com

